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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1620

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By House Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives
Stanford, Zeiger, Takko, Haler, Blake, Liias, dibborn, Jinkins,
W | cox, Ryu, O nsby, Sel | s, Appl et on, Peder sen, Upt hegr ove,
Magendanz, Pol | et , Ocutt, Johnson, Angel , Condot t a, Carlyle,
Kristiansen, Moeller, Fitzgi bbon, Mbscoso, Mrrell, and Santos)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to passenger-carrying vehicles for railroad
enpl oyees; anendi ng RCW 81. 61. 010; and addi ng new sections to chapter
81. 61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB81.61.010 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 2 s 1 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se((—theterrn):

(1) "Contract crew hauling vehicle," as used in this chapter, neans

every self-propelled vehicle, reqgardless of its seating capacity,
owned, | eased, operated, and nmaintained by a charter party carrier, as
defined in RCW 81.70.020, contracting with a railroad conpany or its
agents, contractors, subcontractors, or_vendors, used_ prinmarily to
provide railroad crewtransportation.

(2) "Passenger-carrying vehicle," as used in this chapter, nmeans
t hose buses and trucks owned, operated, and nmaintained by a railroad
conpany which transports railroad enployees in other than the cab of
such vehicle and designed primarily for operation on roads which nmay or
may not be equipped with retractable flanged wheels for operation on
railroad tracks.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 81.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The commi ssion shall regulate charter party carriers providing
railroad crew transportation and every contract crew hauling vehicle
wWth respect to the safety of equipnent, driver qualifications,
i nsurance | evels, and safety of operations.

(2) The commission shall adopt rules and require reports as
necessary to carry out this chapter regarding contract crew hauling
vehicles and establish federal notor vehicle safety standards for
contract crew hauling vehicles as the mninum safety standards,

i ncl udi ng:
(a) Driver qualifications, including a driver's mninm age and
skill, physical condition, and appropriate type or class of |icense;

(b) Equi prent safety;

(c) Safety of operations;

(d) Passenger safety;

(e) Adequate insurance coverage that satisfies the follow ng
m ni mum anounts, which my be increased by rule adopted by the
conmi ssi on:

(1) Liability insurance of five mllion dollars;

(i1) Uninsured and underinsured notorist coverage of five mllion
dol l ars; and

(ii1) Property damage coverage of five hundred thousand dollars.
|f a person contracts with the charter party carrier on behalf of the
railroad conpany to transport railroad enployees, the insurance
requi renents may be satisfied by either that person or the charter
party carrier, so long as the charter party carrier nanmes that person
as an additional insured or naned insured;

(f) The suspension, revocation, or cancellation of the certificate
i ssued by the comm ssion and held by any charter party carrier owning,
| easi ng, operating, and maintaining contract crew hauling vehicles as
a result of serious or repeated violations of this chapter or rules
adopt ed under this chapter; and

(g) The form and posting of adequate notices in a conspicuous
location in all contract crew hauling vehicles to advise railroad
enpl oyee passengers of their right to submt conplaints to the
comm ssion regarding the safe operation or nai ntenance of vehicl es.
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(3) Charter party carriers owiing, |easing, operating, and
mai ntai ning contract crew hauling vehicles nust retain for a tine
period of at least three years all operational records relating to the
contract crew hauling vehicles, including vehicle records involving
acci dents, maintenance and service records, drivers' records, records
of passenger conplaints, all enploynent actions, driver |ogs, and
records of passengers transported.

(4) A person is imediately and automatically disqualified to work
as a driver of a contract crew hauling vehicle under this chapter if
the person's |icense is suspended or revoked two or nore tinmes within
a three-year period. The disqualification nust |ast for two years from
the recent |icense suspension or revocation.

(5)(a) The comm ssion nmay, in enforcing rules and orders relating
to charter party carriers owning, |easing, operating, and maintaining
contract crew hauling vehicles under this chapter, inspect any contract
crew hauling vehicles. Upon request, the chief of the state patrol or
the chief's designee may assi st the conm ssion in these inspections.

(b) The comm ssion shall investigate safety conplaints related to
enpl oyee transportation under this section and take appropriate
enf orcenent action as warranted.

(c) The commi ssion may enforce this section under the authority in
RCW 81. 04. 380 t hrough 81.04. 405, including assessing penalties as are
war r ant ed.

(d) Any interested person or group may request notice of, and
participate in, any hearings or proceedi ngs held under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 81.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The comm ssion nust study any incidents and accidents involving
vehicles regulated under this chapter. A railroad conpany, and any
charter party carrier that owns or |eases, operates, or nmaintains
contract crew hauling vehicles in the state, nust, at the request of
t he conm ssion, provide data on such incidents and accidents, including
the location, tine of day, visibility, a description of the event, and
whet her the incident or accident caused any property damage or personal
injuries. The comm ssion nust nake this data avail abl e upon request
and nmust provide a report to the |egislature by Decenber 31, 2013, and
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1 annual ly thereafter, summarizing the |ast year's findings and incl udi ng
2 recomendati ons for avoiding incidents and accidents in the future.

~-- END ---
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